Tutankhamun
The mystery of his death.
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Tutankhamun, formally known as Tutankhaten became the pharaoh of Egypt after the deaths, in quick succession, of Akhenaten and Smenkhkare. He became Egypt’s most famous Pharaoh in November of 1922 when Howard Carter discovered his almost entirely intact tomb. He died mysteriously and early, at 19 years of age. This essay will try and draw a new conclusion to his death while answering my focus question; Using available sources evaluate the theories on the account of Tutankhamun’s Death.
Tutankhamun reigned during the period of Egyptian history known as the New Kingdom (The 18th Century Egypt). His original name, Tutankhaten, means "Living Image of Aten", while Tutankhamun means "Living Image of Amun". During the pharaoh’s reign, his powerful advisers restored the. His name was changed from Tutankhaten to Tutankhamun due to scribal custom which most often placed the divine name at the beginning of the phrase in order to honor the divine being. It is still not clear who the parents of Tutankhamun were. Possibly he was the son of Amenhotep III and Queen Tiy or of Akhenaten himself and Queen Nefertiti. Regardless of this, Tutankhamun grew up in the city of Akhetaten.
 
Tutankhamun was married to Ankhesenpaaten, who is possibly his half-sister, since Ankhesenpaaten is clearly recorded as another of the six daughters of Akhenaten and Nefertiti.  And after the restoration of traditional Egyptian religion and art, both of which had been set aside by his predecessor Akhenaton, who had led the ‘Amarna revolution’, the couple changed the –aten ending of their names to the –amun ending, becoming Ankhesenamun and Tutankhamun. It is widely assumed they had two children, both girls, whose mummies were discovered in Tutankhamun's tomb - they both died as babies, and medical evidence suggests they may have been stillborn. DNA testing has recently begun on the two fetuses to determine whether they were indeed his children or not.

At Tutankhamun’s accession he was still young, his vizier, Ay, who had ties with the royal family, and the general of the armies, Horemheb, became his chief advisers. During the ninth year of his reign, perhaps under Horemheb, the Egyptians marched into Syria to assist Egypt’s old ally, the Mitannian kingdom of northern Syria, which was embroiled in hostilities with vassals of the Hittites. As reinforcements sent by the Hittite king sped up his vassals, Tutankhamen unexpectedly died, aged about 18 years. Because none of his children survived, Ay succeeded him, perhaps marrying his widow. 

A now-famous document (known as the Hittite Letters) was found in the ancient Hittite capital of Hattusa which dates to the Amarna period. It was addressed to the Hittite king, Suppiluliuma I and has been attributed to Ankhesenamun, reads;

"My husband is dead! I have no son. Yet I am told that you have many sons. If you would give me one of your sons, he would become my husband. Never shall I pick out a servant of mine and make him my husband! ... I am afraid."

The royal lineage of Ancient Egypt was carried by its women. To be married to a woman of royal heritage was essential for a male pharaoh, so suspicious of this good fortune Suppiluliuma I first sent a messenger to make inquiries about the truth of Ankhesenamun’s letter. After receiving his report back he then sent his son, Zannanza to accept her offer, and to become the New Pharaoh of Egypt However, according to the Hittite archives, Zannanza got no further than the border before he was killed. Current theories sate that the murder of Zannanza was a strategic killing as Zannanza’s reign could have led to make Egypt part of the Hittite empire and it was most likely at the orders from Ay, who at the time was in rule of Egypt and had the opportunity and motive to kill him.
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To furthermore prove Ay’s involvement, the excerpt from the Hittite Letters regarding marriage to “one of my servants” is most likely a reference to him. Ay, at the time was pressuring the young widow to marry him and legitimize his claim to the throne of Egypt (which she eventually did). This also explains why she describes herself as 'afraid', especially considering the theory that Ay had a hand in her husband's death, which this essay will formally present.
Originally Tutankhamun’s body was inspected by Howard Carter's team in the early 1920s, although they were primarily interested in recovering the jewelry and amulets from the body.  Since Then, Tutankhamun has been X-rayed three times. Firstly in 1968 by a group from the University of Liverpool led by Dr. R. G. Harrison, then in 1978 by a group from the University of Michigan, and finally in 2005 a team of Egyptian scientists led by Secretary General of the Egyptian Supreme Council of Antiquities, Dr. Zahi Hawass, who conducted a CT scan on the mummy. 
The first X-rays in 1968, revealed a dense spot at the lower back of the skull interpreted as a head injury. Such an injury could have been the result of an accident, but it also had been suggested that Tutankhamun was murdered.
 Early and understandably naïve theorys suggested that Tuthankamun was murdered by Ay, which is still practical, but in the way Bob Brier
 proposed, a blow to the back of his head, is not so plausible with the current evidence.
On March the 8th in 2005 Egyptian archaeologist Zahi Hawass revealed the results of a CT scan performed on Tutankhamun. The scan uncovered no evidence of a blow to the back of the head and no evidence suggesting foul play or murder, and that the wound to the back of his head appeared to have been drilled, presumably by embalmers. However, a fracture to his left thighbone was discovered and then was interpreted as evidence that the pharaoh badly broke his leg shortly before he died and his leg became severely infected.

The conclusion constructed by Hawass and his team, based on the 2005 CT scan findings, is that the Pharaoh died of gangrene after breaking his leg. Hawass consulted with other Italian and Swiss experts, and found that the fracture in Tutankhamun's left leg most likely occurred only days before his death, which had then became gangrenous and directly caused his death. It was then concluded that the fracture was not sustained during the mummification process or as a result of some damage to the mummy as claimed by Howard Carter. Further investigation of the fracture led to the assumption that it may have been severe injury, most likely caused by a fall from some height and even more likely during a chariot riding accident due to the absence of pelvis injuries and may have been fatal within hours.


For many scientists the proposed account of Tutankhamun’s chariot riding accident, leading to a thigh wound which caused gangrene and eventually death, is sufficient enough to forever close the murder case. Nevertheless there are still many experts who still play on the theories that his death was not accidental but yet a royal conspiracy. Ever since the original speculations of Ay’s sly assassination of Tutankhamun via the means of a blow to the back of the head, the notion that Ay was somewhat involved in his death has been conferred. The video
 published on the internet by Esoteric Online
, uniquely recognizes Hawass and his team’s conclusions while still pointing the finger at Ay. 

The Esoteric Online videos suggests that while Tutankhamun perhaps did fall off his chariot and suffer injury to his leg, however this injury was no so fatal as the Egyptians in 2005 had stated prior. However, the video states even though the boy Pharaoh suffered an open wound to his leg, Egyptian surgeons at that time would have been able to cure gangrene via herbal methods, if not amputation. 
Ancient Egyptian medicine was highly advanced for the time, and included simple, non-invasive surgery, setting of bones and an extensive set of pharmacopoeia and magical spells. But more than the fact that the medical practices were advance, the evidence that proves ancient Egyptian surgeons would have been able to cure an infection is the medical papyri of ancient Egypt, specifically the Hearst Papyrus
. The Hearst Papyrus specifically states how to cure fractured limbs (Hearst Papyrus pg. 219,223) The papyrus has been dated to the 18th Dynasty of Egypt, around the time of pharaoh Tuthmosis III
 -long before the reign of Tutankhamun. Therefore a new question arises, As a pharaoh he would have had an endless amount of herbologists and surgeons on hand in case of any emergency, so why did Tutankhamun not receive treatment for an injury in which the surgeons at the time had been performing on for more than 100 years? 
The theory that this essay exhibits is that Ay was more than a by stander in the death of the Pharaoh, in fact this essay suggests that Ay was the primary instigator behind the death of Tutankhamun. To be practical, as the events following the Pharaohs accident until his funeral are unknown, we will assume that the chariot riding accident is feasible and Ay did not cause the accident, he merely exploited the situation, possibly because his sly traits he did not wish to murder Tutankhamun with his bare hands. 
To clarify the grounds on which Ay became Pharaoh when the Commander of the Army, Horemheb, had actually been designated as the "Deputy of the Lord of the Two Lands" under Tutankhamun and was presumed to be the boy king's heir apparent and successor.
  Is because Horemheb was outmaneuvered to the throne by Ay who married Ankhesenamun, the widow of Tutankhamun, in order to legitimise his claim to the throne - This is where the fall of Tutankhamun and the rise of Ay becomes less coincidental and more-so clearly becomes the work of a planned conspiracy. As mentioned earlier Ay’s marriage to Ankhesenamun was less than ceremonial. 

Ay had been close to the centre of political power at the royal palace for at least 25 years under both Tutankhamun and Akhenaten, so it is realistic to suggest his desire to become Pharaoh was high. Especially when one considers the fact that there were only two people in Egypt at the time that had the authority to be able to kill Zannanza, the son of the Hittite King; The Grand Vizier Ay, and the Commander of the Army Horemheb. Ay and Horemheb both knew that Zannanza’s failure to reach Egypt, and Ankhesenamun’s fear to marry one of her ‘subjects’ (The repeated lines “Im Afraid!” from the Hittite letters can be firmly assumed that she was talking about Ay), would leave the position of Pharaoh for one of the two. And as Ay was able to marry into royal lineage, he became the New King of Egypt.
Suspiciously, and what further indicates foul play from Ay is that after his marriage to Ankhesenamun, she disappears from historical record completely, All the iconography in his tomb that depicts Ay as Pharaoh, only his original wife, Tey, is pictured, never Ankhesenamun.
 Ay then went on to serve as Pharaoh of Egypt for only 4 years and one month and was succeeded by Horemheb, although Ay had planned for Nakhtmin (who had previously replaced Horemheb as commander of the Army under Ay’s reign) to succeed him as pharaoh. Horemheb’s reign as Pharaoh furthermore corroborates with this essays theory of Ay’s foul play, as one of his first actions as King of Egypt was to instigate a campaign of damnatio memoriae
 against Ay as well as other Pharaohs associated with the Amarna period. Horemheb quickly arranged to have Ay’s, as well as all the other Pharaohs of the Amarna period, tomb desecrated by smashing his sarcophagus into several pieces, systematically chiseling out Ay's name and figure out of the tomb walls and probably destroying Ay's mummy. However, he spared Tutankhamun’s tomb from any vandalism
, which indefinitely relieves Horemheb of any involvement in the plot of Tutankhamun’s death. Under Horemheb, Egypt's power and confidence was once again restored after the internal chaos of the Amarna period; but after the events of the damnatio memoriae there is little significance towards the death of Tutankhamun.

This historical investigation proves that beyond all reasonable doubt, Ay had been the main instigator in the cause of Tutankhamun’s death. This essay draws to a conclusion, and successfully answers the focus question, and that the most acceptable theory of Tutankhamun’s death is thus; 

Indeed, we can accept the findings of Dr. Zahi Hawass and his team and the cause of Tutankhamun was in fact a gangrenous infection on his thigh, However it was through the deceitful schemes of his Grand Vizier Ay that he did not receive any medical treatment and died. This idea is supported throughout this essay with background information on Ay’s corrupt rise to power, through yet another murder of the Hittite prince Zannanza, who was sent to marry Tutankhamun’s widow and hence become the new King of Egypt, and subsequently forces Ankhesenamun to marry him and asserts the role of Pharaoh. Ay then remained unopposed as after their marriage Ankhesenamun disappears from history and Ay’s son Nakhtmin replaced Horemheb as Commander of the Egyptian Army, until Horemheb’s rise to Pharaohship where he then destroyed all Amarna monuments and tombs (Yet spares Tutankhamun) and thus removes Ay out of Egyptian history. And just as significant is the finding that the Egyptian surgeons were more than competent to cure the young Pharaoh’s limb, supported by with the dating of The Hearst Medical Papyrus, to during Tuthmosis III’s reign, long before Tutankhamuns time.
By: Matt Moore
Bibliography
Book [by Author(s)]

BRADLEY, Pamela. Ancient Egypt: Reconstructing the Past. Fiona Sim, Cambridge University Press, 1999.

Article in an Edited Book


Tutankhamun – Enclyopedia Brittanica. Brittanica editors. 2004

Journal Article

International Journal of Colorectal Disease. The “Guardians of the anus” and their practice. Volume 10, Number 4 / October, 1995.
Internet Sources


Armana.co.uk, Tutanhamun’s Life, http://www.akhet.co.uk/amarna/tutlife.htm, 29/8/2008

Reshafim.org.il, The "Zannanza affair”, http://www.reshafim.org.il/ad/egypt/zannanza_affair.htm, 29/8/2008

suziemanley.com, Ankhesenamun - Queen of Tutankhamun and Daughter of Akhenaten, http://www.suziemanley.com/famous_egyptians/ankhesenamen.htm , 30/8/2008

unmuseum.org, The Death of King Tut: Was it Murder?, http://www.unmuseum.org/tutmurder.htm, 31/8/2008

copticmedical.com, Medicine of the Pharaohs, http://www.copticmedical.com/Medicine%20of%20Pharaohs.htm, 29/8/2008

egyptologyonline.com, Treatments and surgery, http://www.egyptologyonline.com/treatments.htm , 29/8/2008
The 2005 CT Scan of Tutankhamun’s Skull.








� Clayton, Peter A. (2006). Chronicle of the Pharaohs: The Reign-by-Reign Record of the Rulers and Dynasties of Ancient Egypt.


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/26056598" \o "http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/26056598"�http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/26056598�, Egypt tests DNA from fetuses in Tut’s tomb August 6, 2008


� Paraphrased from �HYPERLINK "http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/610635/Tutankhamen"�http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/610635/Tutankhamen� 


� Sourced from �HYPERLINK "http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storyCode=106805&sectioncode=26"�http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/story.asp?storyCode=106805&sectioncode=26�


�Quoted from �HYPERLINK "http://books.google.com.au/books?id=jxi1PIqvmnMC&pg=PA188&lpg=PA188&dq=Hittite+letters+my+husband+has+died+and+I+have+no+son&source=web&ots=om3m-1Cc90&sig=glHTIqq_3i-VLWBbt-N-AnbYjYk&hl=en&sa=X&oi=book_result&resnum=6&ct=result"�http://books.google.com.au/books?id=jxi1PIqvmnMC&pg=PA188&lpg=PA188&dq=Hittite+letters+my+husband+has+died+and+I+have+no+son&source=web&ots=om3m-1Cc90&sig=glHTIqq_3i-VLWBbt-N-AnbYjYk&hl=en&sa=X&oi=book_result&resnum=6&ct=result� 


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.suziemanley.com/famous_egyptians/ankhesenamen.htm"�http://www.suziemanley.com/famous_egyptians/ankhesenamen.htm�, investigated further and clarified in the Zannanza Affair �HYPERLINK "http://www.reshafim.org.il/ad/egypt/zannanza_affair.htm"�http://www.reshafim.org.il/ad/egypt/zannanza_affair.htm� 


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.liunet.edu/cwis/cwp/pr/whatsnew/archive/new01.html" \o "http://www.liunet.edu/cwis/cwp/pr/whatsnew/archive/new01.html"�King Tut Murder Mystery Solved by LIU Egyptologist Bob Brier� from Long Island University N.B. it was written 17th January 1997


� Brier, Bob (1999). The Murder of Tutankhamun: A True Story.


� Press Release: Tutankhamun CT Scan Results, 8th MARCH, 2005 - �HYPERLINK "http://www.guardians.net/hawass/press_release_tutankhamun_ct_scan_results.htm"�http://www.guardians.net/hawass/press_release_tutankhamun_ct_scan_results.htm� 


� Boy king may have died in riding accident - �HYPERLINK "http://www.guardian.co.uk/science/2006/nov/28/internationalnews"�http://www.guardian.co.uk/science/2006/nov/28/internationalnews� 


� Part 1 - �HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zBi_yge5yA"�http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zBi_yge5yA�, Part 2 - �HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DmCAu9waYME"�http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DmCAu9waYME�  


� http://esotericonline.tripod.com/


� �HYPERLINK "http://tebtunis.berkeley.edu/collection/medical.html"�http://tebtunis.berkeley.edu/collection/medical.html� 


� Sourced Journal Article: �HYPERLINK "http://www.springerlink.com/content/m1562t58054617j6/"�http://www.springerlink.com/content/m1562t58054617j6/� 


�  Peter J. Brand, The Monuments of Seti I: Epigraphic, Historical and Art Historical Analysis (2000), p.311


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.unmuseum.org/tutmurder.htm"�http://www.unmuseum.org/tutmurder.htm� 


� damnatio memoriae - is the Latin phrase literally meaning "damnation of memory", in the sense of removed from the remembrance. Ancient Egyptians attached the greatest importance to the preservation of a person's name. The one who destroyed a person's name was thought somehow to have destroyed the person and that this carried forward beyond the grave.


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.aldokkan.com/egypt/horemheb.htm"�www.aldokkan.com/egypt/horemheb.htm� 





